
Welcome
• CheCk out the poster 

boards and talk with  
projeCt staff

• be sure to leave your 
Comments, either on a 
Comment form or on the 
map

For more inFormation
• ContaCt jaCk broz:  

jbroz@riChfieldmn.gov | (612) 861-9792
• visit the website: 

www.riChfieldsweetstreets.org/learn#penn-avenue- 
redesign-Corridor-planning-study



projeCt overview

Project overvieW

Project Goals

i. Richfield and Hennepin County are 
undertaking a study along Penn Avenue 
from Highway 62 to 68th Street

ii. The project will identify safe, effective and 
feasible transportation improvements for all 
users 

iii. The project will help the city and county 
secure funding for future construction

i. Identify strategies to provide safe and 
efficient mobility for all users (i.e., walkers, 
bikers, bus riders, and drivers)

ii. Further the “Urban Hometown” vision for 
Richfield

iii. Strengthen and connect people and 
places

iv. Support and enhance adjacent businesses 
and the neighborhood 

v. Identify improvements that support active 
living

projeCt work plan

projeCt timeline

Understanding the Problems
• Context review
• Community Vision 
• Comprehensive 
• Problem Statement 

Evaluating the Alternatives
• Planning-level concept 

alternatives
• Trade-off evaluation
• Recommended multimodal 

design

Designing the Toolbox
• Identification of feasible tools 

and strategies
• Project goals and measures

Stakeholder and com
m

unity engagem
ent

Stakeholder and
 com

m
unity engagem

ent



guiding prinCiples 

GuidinG PrinciPles  adapted from City’s guiding prinCiples for transportation

What do you 
think?
Put a dot next 
to the project 
principles you 
think are most  
important for 
the Penn  
Avenue  
Corridor Study

I.     Multimodal Design
Identify creative design solutions that are 
equitable for all users – walkers, bikers, bus 
riders, and drivers.

II.    Connectivity & Public Realm
Make it easy for all users to travel to and 
from destinations. Provide opportunities for 
an enhanced public realm (e.g., plantings, 
trees, furnishings, sidewalk art, etc.).

III.   Local Economy
Invest in infrastructure improvements that 
support local businesses.

IV.  Design for People
Design transportation infrastructure (e.g., 
roads and sidewalks) considering ease of use 
and convenience for all users

V.   Community Character & Identity
Recognize and respond to the unique features of the 
community with appropriate designs, wayfinding, 
and amenities (e.g., Penn Central branding).

VI.  Sustainable Solutions
Recommend solutions that are adaptable, flexible, 
build to last, and consider implications of long-term 
maintenance.

VII. Health & Active Lifestyles
Incorporate elements that encourage comfortable 
corridors and places to walk and bike to, via safe and 
well-landscaped routes that connect the community.

VIII.Unique Location
Recommend improvements that support a well-
designed and functional system which complements 
local land use and capitalizes on Richfield’s unique 
location in the region. 

Guiding Principles represent the community vision for what we hope to achieve in the corridor: 



plans, poliCies, and praCtiCes

Penn 
Avenue

Plans, policies, and 
practices that  
influence the  

corridor

I.     2040 Comprehensive Plan
Update (2018)
Includes land use and transportation goals 
in support of developing identifiable nodes, 
corridors, and gateways; encouraging 
development where vehicle use is 
minimized; and improving mobility and 
access for all users. Identifies the study area 
as an “area of potential change” for land 
use. Envisions a future with mixed use along 
the corridor.

II.    Pedestrian Master Plan 
(2018)
Identifies the study segment of Penn 
Avenue as having medium-high pedestrian 
demand due to close proximity to transit 
and activity centers. Calls for a design 
which includes pedestrian facilities on both 
sides of the street.

III.   Bicycle Master Plan (2012)
Identifies Penn Avenue as a Planned 
Bicycle Route.

IV.  Penn Avenue 
Revitalization Plan (2008)
Identifies potential redevelopment 
concepts for Penn Avenue, including 
buildings which front the street, planted 
boulevards, and enhanced crosswalks. 

V.   Complete Streets Policy
Encourages a transportation system that is 
safe and efficient for all users.

VI.  Sweet Streets Initiative
A city-wide initiative to improve 
transportation infrastructure in Richfield for 
all users. 
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Civic & Mixed-Use: Retail/Office
Combined Surface & Ramp Parking
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View 1: Northeast view at Penn Ave. 
and 63rd St.

 

View 2: View looking east at the 
Public Plaza

 View 3: View looking north at Penn 
Ave. and 67th St.

 View 4: Street view at the Pocket 
Plaza

Penn avenue revitalization Plan (2008)
In 2008, Richfield completed a revitalization plan for Penn Avenue. The plan looked at the way 
that buildings and yards should front on the street, focusing on the creation of a pedestrian 
zone, amenity zone, and parking zone as ways to improve the experience of patrons traveling 
through and within the corridor.
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Priority Pedestrian Routes
Priority Pedestrian Routes

A Queen Ave from 66th St to the 
existing sidewalk ~300’ to the south

67th St from Penn Ave to 
Girard Ave and Girard Ave 
from 67th St to 66th St

B

73rd St from the I-35W Ped 
Bridge to Lyndale Ave

C

4th Ave from 70th St to 
71st St

F

4th Ave from 73rd St to 
76th StG

J 71st St from Elliot Ave to 
12th Ave

2nd Ave from 77th St to 
78th St

H

67th St from Portland Ave to 
Richfield PkwyI

64th St from Lyndale Ave to 
Portland Ave

D

E 68th St from Lyndale Ave 
to Nicollet Ave

73rd St Diagonal Blvd from 
Portland Ave to Cedar AveK
12th Ave from 66th St to 
65th St and 65th St from 
12th Ave to Richfield Pkwy

L

Richfield Pkwy, from 68th St 
to 70th StM

Richfield Pkwy, from Diagonal 
Blvd to 76th StN

Bloomington between 76th St 
and 77th StO

Barrier Crossing

Sidewalk on Both Sides

Two-way Trail

Pedestrain Bridges

Sidewalk on One Side

Pedestrian Infrstructure

priority pedestrian routes



Corridor Context

Penn avenue corridor context

Destinations
• Mix of neighborhood commercial (restaurants, shops, grocery 

stores and other local businesses), multi-unit residential, and a 
school

• Proposed developments:
 ► In the Lunds parking lot
 ► At Penn Avenue and 65th Street 
 ► At 66th Street and Queen Avenue

Pedestrians
• Sidewalks along both sides
• Striped crosswalks at most intersections
• High pedestrian demand intersections at Penn Avenue and 66th 

Street and at Penn Avenue and Highway 62 according to the 
City’s Pedestrian Master Plan (2018)

Transit Users 
• Transit routes on and across Penn Avenue include:

 ► Route 4
 ► Route 515
 ► Route 558

Bicyclists
• No dedicated bicycle facilities along the corridor
• Penn Avenue is a future planned bicycle route according to the 

city’s Bicycle Master Plan (2012)
• Bicycle routes in the area include:

 ► Trail at the north end of the study corridor along the 
Highway 62 noise wall 
 ► Trail on 66th Street                                                      
 ► Nine Mile Creek Regional Trail runs along 75th Street

Drivers
• Carries nearly 13,000 vehicles per day through Richfield, 

including freight
• Posted speed limit is 30 mph
• Most businesses offer off-street parking; there is on-street parking 

on Penn Avenue south of 66th Street
• Signalized intersections on Penn Avenue at the intersections of:

 ► Highway 62
 ► 64th Street
 ► 66th Street

Cross-section
• The typical road widths for Penn Avenue include 5-foot sidewalks 

on both sides and four, 12-foot vehicle lanes.                          

Source: Streetmix.net


